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| red agaiost their appouents you say, * these.
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TO THE REV. RALPH KMERSON, D, D. -

Professor in |the (Theological Seminary &t
: || Jindover.
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Dear Brother—In my last| letter I en-
deavored to show that a real pro-slavery
’nnylmdexi'odn the north. I might
1ave produce(l much more copidus evidence
to establish wich a sentiment, if it_had been
necessary. 1 ulso endeavored 10 show that
it was from the acls and writingsof1his par-
ty‘and oot fram the accusati ns of tlie abo-
litionists ulone, or even mainly, that the
southern politiciana draw their conclusions,
“ that every sensible man at the north agrees
with them” oh the subject of 'slavery. In
your 7th letter, you acknow‘edge ‘the cor-
reciness of thigopinion ; for speuking of the
charges whick the|abolitionists have prefer-
charges have ‘Fbll on wave after wave, to
the south. | there they have found men
with hearts willing enough to believe them
—not indeed as churges, but as joyful proofs
of what before they could not have hoped,
proofs that they had not only real friends a1
the north, but fricnds who were hecoming
prepared to support their priociples, Al
this.could not at once be believed, Bt
hearing it continually repeated, and that by
men.whose sttotigest interest it was 1o
maintain the contrary, and no formnl refu-
tation following it; and finding onr publica«
tions teemiuﬁ with opposition to the aboli-
tionists§ and fimling us, too,| a8 tlhiey et
with individulils, spending  thost of bur ar-
dor nguinst what we so _p?e tmproper
measures for the removal of slavery, and but
littl of it against slavery itself,. (a sl fault
of ours, I confess, and one rhirh-l‘ deem
myself happy [in now incidentally nttempt-
ing to cure,) witnessing all’ this I say,. we
ought not to i sdjt('rrised at' finding such
assertions believed extensively by »=uch
men.” This is an ingenuous confersinn, and
shows that yot:r real object in  writing' on
this subject whs to elicit truth, and not to
put the abolitionists in the back ground. 1
thank you singerely for your candar, and
will endeavorto imitate it as far as my
warmer tempérament will permit. | Yes Sir,
it is the conteghptuous langonage whieh has

* | been used towards the abolitionists, by re-



‘&pectable men| at the north which has  so
greatly misled the people of the south.—
'Oyl tibovinsatproespidfism justidy Stiagfiblanmi
and uncourteous expressions with ‘which
'abolitionists hiave, treated | the pro-slavery
party, in theirturn, I cannot agree with you
that it has injured our cause to _biring out
the real state of the case. = ¢ Fiat Justicia.”
We have fully believed that there existed o/
strong pro-slayery spirit atthe nortl), among
many of the most respéctable imen in every
depirtment of society ; or (if you like the
term better,) a spirit which isaverse to have
any 'thing done, which will disturh the
slaveholders i the quiet enjoyment|of their
“ domestic institutions.” I fully | believe
that all this mutunl crimination and recrimi-
nation, which is certainly: wrong ou both
sides, has brouglit the whole sybject of }w |
very before the public in such n  light, fhat
men will thoroughly understadll it, and will
never be lulled to sleep again until  * every
bond is broken.”| In the charges which
have been prefefred by the | abolitionists
against the wlpol§ body of the *“non-con-
formists,” (as you call them,) Tinjualice has
doubtless been) done to many worthy men,
who like yourselfsincerely hate slavery, but
cannot go with the orgunizedrlumi-ulm-ery
party. These chirges liave been too sweep-
ing, and have rested often on too  slender
foundntions.  This has cenninhy been the
fact in referenee to many of the clergy. And
it was from this conviction that I attenipted
their vindicaygn at the convention. Hence
my remark that ghex were * bound 1o strike
out some new plan.” I wishedl 1o see these
brethren, with a8 many of the mgmbers of
their chiurchies as they could persunde 1o go
with them, do something towards emnncipa-
tion. So far as my individual influence has
extended, I hzve iscouraged Bny separate
organization ;| but still I would uot oppose
one, if formed. '[ wish to see the frlends of
universal emaneipation embodied, and 10
see them putting forth united efforts,. This
angry discussion which has been carried on
by the abolitipuists and their opposers, hus
‘not been without beneficial results, hoth at
the north and at the south. ' It has led mul-
titudes at the north to examine the merits of ‘
the controversy, and to take sjdes with the
abolitionists. | This has especially been the
case extensively i reference to what is call-
ed the middle class in society ; u class which
may properly be called the “bone and sin-
ew” of New England, embracing our most
intelligeut, sober, and pious farmers, and
me€hanies. It is very corsmoan for the pro-
slavery journuls to speak of abolitionisis us




an ignorant, enthuspstic, narrow-minded,
contemptible and fadtious set of men, who
@oislesyorid Ngstlm 81 SptH: ﬁei!%tw‘é?%&%ld,' Wa
trbing the ljarmony of soctety.  Faliall not
‘attempt a refutation of these  charges, but
leave all those who. are willing (o be duped
by these hirelings of slaveholders, 1o their
own delusions. [ am very certain thut they
will ere long/ find out their mistuke.  Nor
has this discussion been without some ben-
efits to the south. |

M |

Many slavelolders have been Ted to ex-
amive the systein anew, and Lo infuire in-
to the justice of holding their fellow men as |
property, and they have been convinced of
the sinfulness of their coursé and are pre-
pared to act with us, wheuever their politi-
cal shnckles/can be shaken off. | I venture
he “arediction, that as soon ns slavery and
the ‘slave trade are abolished in the Distriet
of Gijlumbia, abolition societies will spring
up &'mmt of the slave Btatés, and that uni-
versal en,uqcipmlon will soon follow. Be-
gides ; many of the profonndest politicinns
of thie south have been led to inquire into
the real state of things st the north.  For
several months past they have suspecte
hat they have been deceiverl as to the real
] designs of abolitioniets, and as 1o their abili-
ty to accomplish their design. The corres-
pohdence between Mr. Elmore and Mr.
Birney shows that the southern men do not
fully credit the asscrtions of their pro-sla-
very frienfls ubout the nbolitionists. Mr.
Rhet’s letiér to his consthuents is to the
samne effect. They are calling for anti-sla-
very publications, and in ci% the con-
troversy in their own papets. They bave
heretofore wished topiitn'stop’to ‘this dis-
cussion at'the north. | They were aware
that sldvety would not bear examination ;
that the nbétract 'injustice of ‘the “systemn
| would. strike every candid and virtuous
mind as soon ds it became & rikitér for com-
‘ment, and that the atrocities cotinected with
 the would £ll evary humian boson:
with horror the moment they weérs dragged




| slaveho!ders towards them, and to prejudice

into view. Forh conéidehllile“g‘eriod thelr,

‘wishes were seconded by the most i :
GaYiea’ e msewaefﬁ}’ringle%%ﬁ‘;ébﬁpi:ﬂ';iﬁgw

the motives of these wen. [ il believe
that many t*f these men honestly theught
that the discasgion wonld be attended with |
uhhayipy consequences, nud having inmbibed |
siich au idea, it was natural enough it they |
ghduld endeavor to prevent ite  But it has|
been found a vain thing to attempt 19 drive
weh fronmd maintaining their fualicnable
rights, The discussion has proceeded, uot
always in the hest temper, we admit, bat
truth  Tas been brought out and principles
have been thorofighly examined, sl 1 have
no doubt on which side victory will ubjim-
ately sertle. ' And since the discussion df the

subject cannot be preventesl, southern men

begin to manifest a desire to ko w “What is
going forward in the auti-slavery ranks:, It
woulit be agreeable to my feelings iCall who
speak in public or who write for the publie
journals would yse less offensive lungunge
'tlhnn we sometimessee. But this is scarcely
to be expected when we consider what hu-
man natuse is. The subject ipell is exci-
ting, sl muriy suffer their feelings to carry
them | beyond” the bounds of courtesy and
Kindness in the warmth of controversy. But
we ought uot to use “honied expressions”
whel treating of the nbominations of slavery
itself, and it men will persist in the practice,
they ought not to be offemded when spoken
of in the terms which the word of Gud uses
when describing their conduct. In severalof
your Jetters you unazrt that a moral influence
is. all which we can hope to bring 1o bear
upon, the south, to induce them to abolish
slavery, 'I'his point you urge particularly
in your 7th lettir 3 and yourarguments bus=
ed upon this assertion, nre cogent, and are
designed to point out the error of the abo-
litionists in taking mensures whichyare cal-
culated to destroy -the “kind feelings” of

their minds against all s)ber nrgmucmsi

which they i. e. the abolltionists, m ght oth-
erwise present, with a fair prospect of doing
them good. |, 3. |

If you mean that the abolitionists do not

| expect that slavery will ever beubolished by

physical foree, you are certainly correct.
But I do not kigow that they haveever con-
ceded the pointthat * the south is the real
focus wherd all| n.oral influence must ulti-
mately centre, ih order to do any good at

| all inthe rethoval of slavery fron this coun-
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iry.” We wish ndeed to have all our move-

aients exert af moral influence over the'
slunedyotdirmuse XN or Shitdsiett HIStd b rhgrers wia
veady exerted such urn influence’ over many,
minds at the sosih. But, Sir, we cannot ad-
mit thut the |slave Stutes are the only
field ‘where our moral warfare is to be
prosecuted with suecess. Mr. Preston re-
garded the Distriet of Columbia us the
“ citadel” whicl) guarded their institutions,
and therefore he¢ would prevent the abuolie
tionists from “ crossing the mont” which sur-
ronnded it,  fle is n! shirewd and keen
sighted politicidn, and he knows that whens’
ever slavery and the slave 1
abolished, thenjit will be iy
Stutes to hold an long vupon thdir “domes-
tic institmions”  Now, Sir, the/ubolitiouisis
have ull long felt that the moral inftuence
of their prinei:-les must first e exerted up-
on the non-slaveholding States.- * It is for
this purpose,” g use your own langunge,
“that the abojitionists are now spending
their $40,000 alyear to melt down and re-
cast the materig) of . northern influence,” to
nct not direetly vpon the south, Lut upon
‘Congress. ' Youn say, “the focus of influs
ence for Britilenbulilioniats was the Brit-
ish Parliument,n place in the midst of them,

“and thus orniing a perfect contrust to our

|

case ax 10 most of the nmyeasures 1o be pursu-
e.” How is this a perfect contrast ?
May not onr -Congress forin “a focus
of influence” for Ameriean abolitionists, so

far as the District of |Columbia, and the
territories are concerned ? Give usa law
of Congress a nli.-hiugfsluvcry thus far,and

itis all the pdlitical agicn we will aek for,

The abolitiouists gelvljﬂrully concede that

Congress has no power to act upon the

subjeet within the States.  “ In England M
you say, “1he ballot box was of greatavail,

both i showinyg the stute of sentiment and

in the exertion| of diréet power.” And why
eannot the ballot box 'be of us good nvu{l |
with us? 1 believe that the abiolitionists
are deternined to iry it, and if their oppo-.
nen:s of the different politieall purties com-
plain that they make it a political gnestion,
let them see ta it 3 let them seleet enndidates
for office who possess the genunine #pirit of
their Pilgrim fathers, and who will engage
to “undo the heavy burdens and let the op-
wessed gd free.” “When a gennine moral
mfluence  updn this u#ulnjmzt shall pervade
" every soh of] frecdom at the nerth,” our
repres ntagives in Congress will not consent
that o gag| shall be putin their mouths by |
thie aluveholders, o that they  eannot spenk |
upon this “exciting [suljeet.”  You miny |




{expett 1o hear from me once “more, for |
(oot wish to be outdone in courtesy by
| &&MQQQMWJJMB&WM&@H Hidtery 'svfiﬂéﬁelfg',f\/k
Lter, iF you have oughito say hy way of re
Joinder, T will listen with profovid  respect
rand with deep interest ; and if’ | have vither!
misapprebended or nis-stated any thing
you have written, I will readily correet or
retract it. . And if you think that a continu-
ation of the discussion will be of any ser-
viee to the community, I ani willing 1o de-
vote such poriions of my time to it as [ may
be able to spare from other important du-
ties. :

' Yours sincerely, 8. Oscoon.






